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Introduction to Jette van der Lende

Jette van der Lende is a contemporary Norwegian artist whose work stands out for its narrative depth and 
symbolic richness. Van der Lende’s paintings delve into social, political, and personal issues that resonate 
universally. Her art combines humor and profound commentary, using objects that symbolize significant 
themes. Her compositions often feature wooden backgrounds, creating a natural frame that emphasizes the 
objects and adds an organic touch to the narrative. Through her art, van der Lende invites viewers to explore 
the beauty within complex and sometimes difficult subjects.

Artistic Philosophy and Approach

Van der Lende’s approach to painting is characterized by her focus on storytelling through symbolic objects. 
She aims to highlight what is essential in life by portraying common items in purposeful arrangements. This 
method allows her to strip away specific connotations related to people, places, or times, instead emphasizing 
the universality of the symbols she uses. Her paintings can be appreciated on purely aesthetic terms as 
classic representational still-lifes, but they also invite deeper exploration of the themes they represent. This 
duality makes her work accessible yet intellectually stimulating, engaging viewers at multiple levels.

Analysis of “Our Fragile Freedom”

Description

“Our Fragile Freedom” is a poignant painting that combines elements of symbolism and political commentary. 
The composition features a large, cracked bell, reminiscent of the Liberty Bell, with a black crow perched 
beside it. In the background, the faint image of the Statue of Liberty can be seen, adding layers of meaning 
to the piece. The wooden background provides a natural frame, grounding the symbolic objects in an organic 
setting.

Technical Aspects

Van der Lende’s technical skill is evident in her meticulous attention to detail and her use of color and texture. 
The cracked bell, with its weathered surface and subtle highlights, conveys a sense of age and fragility. The 
black crow, rendered with precise brushstrokes, adds a dynamic element to the composition. The faint image 
of the Statue of Liberty in the background is delicately painted, providing a subtle yet powerful contrast to the 
bold foreground elements.
The wooden background enhances the naturalistic quality of the painting, creating a sense of continuity 
between the objects and their symbolic meanings. Van der Lende’s use of color is restrained yet effective, Our Fragile Freedom
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with muted tones dominating the palette. This choice of color emphasizes the somber and reflective mood of 
the piece, encouraging viewers to contemplate the themes of freedom and fragility.

Emotional and Cultural Significance

“Our Fragile Freedom” is a powerful commentary on the state of liberty and democracy. The cracked bell 
symbolizes the vulnerability of freedom, while the black crow, often associated with omens and warnings, 
adds a sense of foreboding. The faint image of the Statue of Liberty serves as a reminder of the ideals of 
freedom and democracy, highlighting the contrast between these ideals and the current state of affairs.

The painting invites viewers to reflect on the fragility of freedom and the importance of protecting it. Van der 
Lende’s ability to convey complex political and social themes through symbolic objects speaks to her skill as 
an artist and her deep understanding of the power of visual storytelling. The piece resonates with viewers on 
an emotional level, prompting a thoughtful consideration of the issues it addresses.

Analysis of “Hugin’s Omen”

Description

“Hugin’s Omen” is another striking work by van der Lende that combines symbolism with a commentary 
on contemporary issues. The painting features a black crow wearing a golden crown, perched on a mask 
adorned with gears and puzzle pieces. The stark background provides a sharp contrast to the detailed objects 
in the foreground, emphasizing their symbolic significance.

Technical Aspects

Van der Lende’s technical prowess is again on display in this piece. The crow, rendered with exquisite detail, 
stands out against the plain background, drawing the viewer’s eye to its intense gaze and the golden crown 
on its head. The mask, with its intricate gears and puzzle pieces, is painted with a high level of precision, 
adding a layer of complexity to the composition.

The stark background serves to highlight the objects, allowing viewers to focus on their symbolic meanings 
without distraction. Van der Lende’s use of color is deliberate and effective, with the black of the crow and the 
gold of the crown creating a striking contrast. This use of color enhances the visual impact of the painting, 
making it both visually appealing and intellectually engaging.

Emotional and Cultural Significance

“Hugin’s Omen” is rich with symbolic meaning, drawing on Norse mythology and contemporary themes. Hugin, 
one of Odin’s ravens, is associated with thought and memory, adding a layer of intellectual contemplation to 

the piece. The golden crown suggests themes of power and authority, while the mask adorned with gears and 
puzzle pieces symbolizes complexity and the interconnection of various elements.

The painting invites viewers to consider the interplay between power, knowledge, and complexity in 
contemporary society. The crow’s intense gaze and the intricate details of the mask suggest a sense of 
vigilance and the need for thoughtful consideration of the issues at hand. Van der Lende’s ability to weave 
together mythological and contemporary themes in a visually compelling composition speaks to her skill as a 
storyteller and her deep understanding of the human condition.

Thematic and Stylistic Elements in Van der Lende’s Work

Symbolism and Narrative Depth

One of the defining characteristics of van der Lende’s work is her use of symbolism to convey deep and 
complex narratives. In both “Our Fragile Freedom” and “Hugin’s Omen,” she uses objects that carry significant 
symbolic weight, allowing viewers to explore the themes and issues represented. This use of symbolism adds 
a layer of intellectual engagement to her work, encouraging viewers to look beyond the surface and consider 
the deeper meanings of the objects and their arrangements.

Use of Wooden Backgrounds

Van der Lende often employs wooden backgrounds in her paintings, creating a natural frame that enhances 
the symbolic objects. This choice of background adds an organic element to her work, grounding the symbolic 
objects in a naturalistic setting. The wood also serves as a subtle reminder of the natural world, providing a 
contrast to the man-made objects and themes depicted in the foreground.

Attention to Detail and Precision

Van der Lende’s technical skill is evident in her meticulous attention to detail and precision in rendering 
objects. This attention to detail enhances the symbolic weight of the objects, allowing viewers to appreciate 
the intricacies of the compositions. Her use of color and texture is also highly effective, creating visually 
compelling images that resonate on an emotional level.

Duality of Aesthetic and Intellectual Engagement

Van der Lende’s work is characterized by a duality that allows it to be appreciated on both aesthetic and 
intellectual levels. Her compositions can be taken at face value as classic representational still-lifes, 
appreciated for their beauty and technical skill. However, they also invite deeper exploration of the themes 
and issues represented, engaging viewers in thoughtful contemplation of the social, political, and personal 
narratives woven into the paintings.
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Diagnosis

Jette van der Lende’s work is a testament to her ability to combine technical skill with deep narrative and 
symbolic richness. Her paintings “Our Fragile Freedom” and “Hugin’s Omen” exemplify her talent for using 
common objects to convey complex themes and issues. Through her meticulous attention to detail, use of 
wooden backgrounds, and skillful use of color and texture, van der Lende creates visually compelling images 
that resonate with viewers on both aesthetic and intellectual levels.

Her work invites viewers to explore the beauty within difficult subjects and to consider the universality of the 
symbols and themes she presents. By focusing on what is important in life and using humor, social, political, 
and personal issues as her subjects, van der Lende creates art that is both accessible and thought-provoking. 
Her paintings are a celebration of the power of visual storytelling and the ability of art to engage, inspire, and 
provoke thoughtful consideration of the world around us.

Hugin’s Omen
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